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(54) PRODUCTION OF LACTONES 

(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To provide a method for producing a lactone, 
especially T butyralactone in high yield under a 
relatively mild condition, in hydrogenation of a 
saturated and/or unsaturated dicarboxylic acid anhydride 
as "the raw material. 



CONSTITUTION: This method for production of a lactone 
by hydrogenating a saturated and/or unsaturated 
dicarboxylic acid anhydride in the presence of a 
ruthenium-phospnine complex is characterized by the 
coexistence of silica in the hydrogenation. 
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